
~
te

d
 in applauding the action across political 

· 
(or politjcal 

• 
_

_
 -

~
-
-
o

-
-

....... ~
~

-
, 

. IU
&

U
 u

,c
 11duon w

as 7-
a

n
o

cn
e

r tn
e

a
tre

 

lines. 
posturing 

supposed to be that both sides understand that 
;)II r b

ip
~

~
h

ip
 be ~

e fo~e that unites us,-.. riot•11q.-
• ··J 

. ~
e
 other ls as com

m
itted· to the national interest 

just m
 w

ords, but m
 actton. T

he prom
ise of a 

. 
• 

as itself, even if they disagree o
n

 how
 best to 

secure, stab!e, and res~
ent India depends o

n
 it. . :· +

 
• G

¢tting the ~m
i<:ropicture' a

t the panchayaf ~
e

l· 
.... -

E
 vidence-based decision-m

aking has b
een

 
th

e b
~

~
r
d

 for the governm
ent for quite 

so
m

e tim
e now

. H
ow

ever, th
e extent o

f 
data-based decision-m

aking in practice rem
ains 

an
 o

p
en

 question. 
· 

' 
• 

. C
ritics p

o
in

t to
 th

e delay in conducting C
ensus 

operations an
d

 releasing C
ensus d

ata to
 

researchers. T
hey also highlight th

e o
th

er ·surveys 
carried o

u
t b

y
 th

e governm
ent an

d
/o

r th
e change 

• in
 m

ethodology, thereby m
aking th

e availability 
o

f tim
e series data difficult, as obstacles to

 
overcom

e in evidence-based d
e
c
isio

n
-m

~
g

 at 
all levels o

f governm
ent. B

ut governm
ent officials • 

p
o

in
t to th

e availability o
f m

am
m

o
th

 d
ata in

 th
e 

portals o
f different M

inistries an
d

 also th
e 

N
ational D

ata S
haring an

d
 A

ccessibility P
olicy 

.,. 
(N

D
SA

P), 2012 o
f th

e G
overnm

ent o
f India. T

his·· 
policy intended to

 m
ake non-sensitive • 

governm
ent data available to

 th
e public in

 an
 

o
p

en
, accessible, an

d
 reusable form

at 
(https://data.gov.in). . • 

. 
. 

H
ow

ever, researchers com
plain th

at th
e d

ata 
m

ad
e available are n

o
t in a form

at w
h

ich
 C

aJl b
e 

. easily understood b
y

 th
e public o

r elected 
_.. 

, 
representatives. C

itizens an
d

 even train
ed

· : 
~ 

·._ 
researchers feel overw

helm
ed b

y
 th

e ~
olw

ninous • • 
data. D

ata visualisation tools o
n

 
. 

https://data.gov.in as w
ell as o

th
er governm

ent 
p

o
rtals are relatively under-developed. D

ata • 
analytics leaves a lot to

 b
e desired. C

onsequently, 
decisions continue to

 b
e m

ad
e b

ased
 o

n
 • 

experience an
d

/o
r th

e intuitions o
f M

inisters an
d

 
sen

io
r bureaucrats at th

e .U
nion an

d
 S

tate levels. 
• 

• 
.'I, 

..... 
.. ..... 

~ 
., 

D
ata generation and u

se 
• 

A
t the ~

r
o

o
ts

 leve~..:. th
e g

ram
 panch_ayats,. 

• blocks an
d

 districts -
d

ata are only generated an
d

 
fed into th

e system
 for use b

y
 senior officials .at 

the S
tate an

d
 national headquarters. G

enerally, 
portals are d

esig
n

ed
 to

 m
eet th

e req
~

em
en

ts o
f • 

~
e
 heads o

f d
ep

artp
ten

ts an
d

 secretaries an
d

 
' _ 

certain
ly

n
o

to
fg

o
v

ern
m

en
tfu

n
ctio

n
ari~

san
d

 
elected representatives at th

e district, block o
r . 

gram
 panchayat levels. Thus, w

e alw
ays get th

e 
'm

ega picture' and n
o

t th
e 'm

icro picture'. D
ata 

at the gram
 panchayat level gets linked to

 a 
• . 

household an
d

 fam
ily an

d
 so

 b
eco

m
es difficult to

 
ignore if presented in an

 easily u
n

d
erstan

d
ab

le .. 

.. ............... _ -· ·
-

~
------·--

SunilK
um

ar 

is a visitin
g

 fa
cu

lty a
t 

• th
e

 G
okhale In

stitu
te

 
o

f P
olitics and 

• 
• 

E
conom

ics and a 
• m

em
ber o

f th
e

 P
une • 

In
te

rn
a

tio
n

a
l C

entre. 
H

e is also a fo
rm

e
r 

_ S
ecretary o

f th
e

 
M

inistry o
f P

anchayati 
• R

aj, G
overnm

ent • 
o

f India . 

' . 

'· 

T
he PA

I portal 
can becom

e a 
useful tool for . 
officials o

f line 
departm

ents 
and help local 
an

d
 S

tate 
. 

governm
ents • · 

, 
form

 to residents. 

O
n th

e P
A

I 
• 

• 
. 

It is in this context that the m
agnitude o

f th~ w
ork 

that has gone into the m
aking o

f P
anchayat 

A
dvancem

ent Index (P
A

l) B
aseline R

eport . , . 
2022-23 (officially released in

 A
pril 2025 by the 

M
inistry o

f Panchayati R
aj) needs to b

e 
• _ 

understood. PA
I is a com

posite Index and has , 
been com

piled based o
n

 435 uniqu~ I~
al 

.. 
Indicators (331 m

andatory and 104 opttonal? w
ith 

566 unique data points across nine th_em
es o

f 
L.SD

G
s (L

ocalization of Sustainable D
evelopm

ent 
G

oals) aligned w
ith the N

ational Indicator_ 
F

ram
ew

ork (N
IF) o

f the M
inistry o

f Statistics an
d

 
P

rogram
m

e Im
plem

entation. V
alidated data 

relating to over 2.16 lakh gram
 panchayats have 

been analysed and presented in a form
 w

here 
even a'sarpanch o

r w
ard m

em
ber can.. 

• 
. 

understand (w
ith som

e support) n
o

t only w
here 

. their G
P stands in relation to the nin~ LSD

G
s b

u
t 

also w
hat needs to b

e done to achieve them
. D

ata 
relating to a little over 11,000 G

Ps w
ere n

o
t 

· . 
included in PA

I as they could not b
e validated as ~ 

. in laid dow
n procedure. W

hile 25 S
tates/U

nion 
• 

T
erritories provided validated.data of.alm

ost 
100%

G
Ps, it is a m

atter o
f serious concern th

at 
U

ttar P
radesh provided data for only 23,207 G

Ps 
(40%

) out of its 57,702 G
Ps. T

his Q
m

ission raises 
• 

serious questions about th
e state o

f developm
ent 

in
 1.J.P. T

he PA
I portal (w

w
w

.pai.gov.in) can
 serve 

as a useful tool for officials o
f line departm

ents. A
 

constituency-w
ise report generation facility can 

prove very useful for even M
em

bers o
f , . . 

P
arliam

ent and M
em

pers o
f th

e L
egislative 

A
ssem

bly if they w
ish to m

ake a specific 
., ., 

intervention in respect o
f any L.SD

G
. 

: 
It is a dram

atic shift that data have now
 b

een
 

• , 1.. linked to
 outcom

e. F
or instance, is the Gi> really a 

healthy panchayat? B
ased o

n
 th

e scores o
f G

P on 
H

ealthy P
anchayat indicators, g

ap
s can

 now
 be 

easily identifie<;l an
d

 plugged in a short period. 
F

urther, th
e role o

f all stakeholders such as the 
individual, ·com

m
unity, elected representatives 

an
d

 frontline.w
orkers o

f th
e health departm

ent 
, w

ould also suggest them
selves. E

xcellent 
coordination·betw

een th
e frontline w

orkers of 
developm

ent departm
ents such as rural 

developm
ent, panchayati raj, education health 

~
 w

ater and elected panchayat 
' 

-, 
representatives and civil society organisations 

• 
(C

SO
s) is seen as a very im

portant factor in the 
perform

ance of G
Ps on PAI. 

• 
. 

It w
ould be ideal if over 4,000 instituti~ns 

linked w
ith the U

nnat B
harat A

bhiyan undertake 
a study o

f at least five gram
 panchayats in their 

vicinity an
d

 explain to the com
m

unity the 
im

plications o
f their PA

I score and w
hat could b

e 
done by the:Q

t to im
prove their score. 

H
and-holding o

f G
Ps by these institutions and 

· 
C

SO
s w

ould go' a long W?J.Y in supplem
enting the 

role of departm
ental officials and attaining the 

SD
G

s. T
he PA

I score card also has im
p.lications for 

how
 corporate social responsibility funds, the 

Prim
e M

inister's M
ineral A

rea Fund adm
inistered 

by the D
istrict M

ineral Foundation (D
M

F), 
M

em
bers o

f P
arliam

ent L
ocal A

rea D
evelopm

ent 
Schem

e (M
P

L
A

D
S

) and M
em

ber of Legislative 
A

ssem
bly L

ocal A
rea D

evelopm
ent Schem

e 
(M

L
A

L
A

D
) am

ong others can be used for 
realisation of SD

G
s by 2030. 
. 

N
eed

 fo
r analysts 

T
here is an

 urgent need to provide trained data 
analysts at the block and district panchayat levels 
w

ho can prepare and provide regular report 
cards for various stakeholders. M

ore than the 
U

nion G
overnm

ent, PA
I can be a gam

echanger 
for State and local governm

ents. A
 =

te
d

-fo
r 

A
chievem

ent Index should a1$0 ~
 

PAI report 
urban local governm

ents. A
 ba,eline 

at 
·s~ould ~

 follow
ed by p

u
b

lic
a
tio

:/=
 

regular m
tervals espeaally after 

· 
groundw

ork has been done. 
. 

of G
Ps, 

PA
I is m

uch m
ore _than a =

o
n

. GPs faring 
D

istricts o
r States. It 15 a call rt we need to

 not 
poorly are in need of supPods· are going or how

 
only understand w

here :u
s
e

d
). v;e need to

 use 
they are being used (or . 

to01.5 to m
a,k-e all 

• 
aJjsaO

O
n 

. 'cal _
, ... and 

the latest data vtsu 
d their cntJ 

iv
=

 

S takeholders understan_ .. 1nno-India m
arch 

th goal of IJJC
U

U
A

-'O
 

t t,ecom
es a 

ensure that 
e 

th of developm
en 

furw
ardonthe~

 
~ 

reality. 
---,ortpnsnnal 

ffie
~

IS
G

J
I'~

-

•~ .. rnwe~, and let our 
-•-a

.L
....,._
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